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of A ufty compared the life of man to-a 

a Me race, lived in the prefent times, 

Cony, fo they would have feen the propriety 

NEF of that fimile greatly augmented : 

for if we obferve the behaviour of the polite part of this 

nation (that is, of a// the nation) we fhall fee that their 

whole lives are one continued race ; in ‘which every one 

is endeavouring to diftance all behind him, and to over- 

take, or pafs by, all who are before him; every one is 

flying from his inferiors in purfuit of his fuperiors, who 
fly from Him with equal alacrity. 

WERE 
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Were not the confequences of this ridiculous pride 
of the moft deftruétive nature to the public, the fcene 
‘would be really entertaining. Every tradefman is 4 
‘merchant, every merchant is a gentleman, and every 
gentleman one of the noblefs. We are a nation of 
gentry, populés generoforum: we have no fuch thing as 
common people amongft us: between vanity and gin, 
the fpecies is utterly deftroyed. The fons of our loweft 
mechanics, acquiring with their learning at charity- 
{chools, the laudable ambition of becoming gentle-folks, 
defpie their paternal occupations, and are~all foliciting 
for the honourable employments of tidewaiters and ex- 
cifemen. Their girls are all milliners, mantua makers, 
or lady’s women ; or prefumptuoufly exercife that gen- 


teel profeffion, which ufed to be peculiarly referved for 
‘the well-educated daughters of deceafed clergymen. 
Attorneys clerks and city prentices grefs like cornets of 
‘dragoons, keep their and their hunters, criti- 


.cife at the play; and-to 
leaves his compting-houfe for St. James’s; and the 
- ,country-gentleman his own affairs for thofe of the pub- 
lic, by. which neither of them receive much benefit. 


at the tavern. The merchant 


Every commoner of diftinction is impatient for a peer- 
age, and treads hard upon the heels of quality in drefs, 
-equipage and expences of every*kind. The nobility, 
who can aim no higher, plunge themfelves into debt 
-and dependance, to preferve their rank ; and are even 

there quickly overtaken’ by their unmerciful purfuers. 
Tue fame foolith vanity, that thus prompts us to 
imitate our fuperiors, induces us alfo to be, or to pre- 
tend to be, their infeparable companions; or, as the 
phrafe is, to keep the de/ company ; by which is always to 
be underftood, fuch company as are much above us in 
rank 
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rank or fortune, and confequently defpife and avoid us, 
in the fame manner as we ourfelves do our inferiors, 
By this ridiculous affe@tation are all the pleafures of fo- 
cial life, and all the advantages of friendly converfe ut- 
terly deftroyedy .We chufe not our companions fort 
their wit or learning, their good-humour or good-fenfe, 
but for their power of conferring this imaginary dignity ; 
as if greatnefs was communicable, like the powers of the 
load-ftone, by friction, or by contact, like electricity, 
Every young gentleman is taught to believe it is more 
eligible, and more honourable, to deftroy his time, his 
fortune, his morals and his underftanding at a gaming- 
houfe with the Jef company, than to improve them all 
in the converfation of the moft ingenious, and enter- 
taining of his equals: and every felf-conceited girl, in 
fafhionable life, chufes rather to endure the affected fi- 
lence and infolent head-ach of my lady duchefs for a 
whole evening, than to pafs it in mirth and jollity with 
the moft amiable of her acquaintance.. For fince it is 
poffible that fome of my readers, who have not had the 
honour of being admitted into the de company, thould 
imagine that amongft fuch there is ever the beft conver- 
fation, the moft lively wit, the moft profound judgment, 
the moft engaging affability and politenefs; it may be 
proper to inform them, that this is by no means always 
the cafe ; but that frequently in {uch company little is 
faid, and lefs attended to; no difpofition appears either 
to pleafe others, or to be pleafed themfelves ; but that in 
the room of all the before-mentioned agreeable qualifi- 
cations, cards are introduced, endued with the conve- 
nient power of reducing all men’s underftandings, as well 
as their fortunes, to an equality. 

It 
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Ir is pleafant to obferve how this race, converted into 


a kind of perpetual warfare between the good and bad 
"company in this country, has fubfifted for half a century 
laft paft; in which the former have been perpetually 
purfued by the latter, and fairly beatelf’ out of all their 
refources for fuperior diftinction ; out of innumerable fa- 
fhions in drefs, and variety of diverfions, every one of 
which they have been obliged to abandon, as foon as 
occupied by their impertinent rivals. In vain have they 
armed themfelves with lace and embroidery, and in- 
trenched themfelves in hoops and furbeiows: in vain 
have they had recourfe to full-bottomed perriwigs, and 
toupees ; to high. heads, and low-heads, and no heads at 
all: trade has beftowed riches on their competitors, and 
riches have procured them equal finery. Hair has 
curled as genteely on one fide of Temple-bar, as on the 
other, and hoops have grown to as prodigious a magni- 
tude in the foggy air of Cheapfide, as in the purer re- 
gions of Grofvenor-fquare and Hill-ftreet. 

Wiru as little fuccefs have opera’s oratorio’s, ridot- 
to’s and other expenfive diverfions been invented to ex- 
clude bad company: tradefmen, by enhancing their 
prices, have found tickets for their wives and daughters, 
and by this means have been enabled to infult the good 
company, their cuftomers, at their own expence: and, 
like true conquerors, have obliged the enemy to pay for 
their defeat. But this ftratagem has in fome meafure 
been obviated by the prudence of the very deft company, 
who, for this, and many other wife confiderations, have 
ufually declined paying them at all. 

For many years was this combat between the good and 
bad company of this metropolis performed, like the an- 
cient tilts and tournaments, before his Majefty and the 


royal 
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royal family, every friday night in the drawing room at 
St James’s ; which now appears, as it ufuaily fares with 
the feat of war, defolate and uninhabited, and totally 
deferted by both fides : except that. on a tweifth night 
the bad company never. fail to affemble, to commemo- 
rate annually. the victories they have there obtained. 

Tue good company. being thus every where - put to 
flight, they thought proper at laft to retire to their own 
citadels ;.. that is, : to form numerous:and brilliant.aflem- 
bles at their own hotels, in. which they imagined, that 
they could neither be imitated, nor intruded on. But 
-here again they were grievoufly miftaken,; for no foon- 
er was the fignal given, but every little lodging-houfe 
‘in town, of two rooms’and aclofet on a floor, - or rather 
-of two clofets and a cupboard, teemed with card-ta- 
bles, and overflowed with company: and as makinga 
crowd was the great point here principally aimed at, ‘the 
fmaller the houfes, and the more indifferent. the com- 
pany, this point was the more eafily affected. Nor could 
intrufion be better guarded againft, than imitation ; for 
by fome means or other, either by the force of beauty 
or of drefs, of wealtn or impudence, of folly enough to 
lofe great fums at play, or of knavery enough to win 
them, or of fome fuch eminent and extraordinary quali- 
fications, their plebeian enemies foon broke through the 
ftrongeft of their barriers, and mingled in the thickeft 
of their ranks, to the utter deftruction of all fuperiority 
and diftinétion. 

But though it muft be owned that the affairs of the 
good company are now in a very bad fituation, yet I would 
not have them defpair, nor perpetually carry about the 
marks of their defeat in their countenances, fo vifible in 
a mixture of ferté and dejeétion. They have ftill one 


afylum 
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alylum left to fly to, which with ail their advantages of 
birth and education, it 1s furprizing they fhould not long 
fince have difcovered; but fince they have nor, 4 thal 
beg leave to point it out ; and it is this: that they oncé 
more retire to the long deferted forts of true Britifh gran- 
deur, their princely feats and magnificeht taftles in 
their feveral countries, and there, armmg themiélves 
with réligion and virtue, hofpitality and charity, civility 
and friendfhip, bid defiance to their impertinent purfu- 
ers: and though I Will not undertake that they (hall not, 
‘even here, be followed in time, and ithitated by their in- 
fetiors, yet fo averfe are all ranks of people at prefent to 
this fort of retirement, 6 totally difufed from the exer- 
cife of thefe kind of arms, and fo unwilling to return to 
it, that I will venture to promife, it will be very long 
before they can be overtaken or attacked ; but that here, 
anid here only, they may enjoy their favourite fingularity, 
‘unmolefted for half 4 century to come. 
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